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14 March/April 2010 | Cooking with Paula Deen

SOFIENING BUITER

Recalling my first attempt to make a cake from scratch was >

a flop. It turned out flat and dense. To soften i
the butter, | barely melted it in the
microwave. Isn't that right?

Mary Katherine,

Auburn, Alabama -

Don't be discouraged about

baking, Leanne. It's one of life’s most rewarding cooking experiences. Next time
around, unwrap the butter, and let it stand at room temperature for about 20
minutes until it's barely soft when you press it with your finger. If you're in a
hurry, it's OK to soften the butter in the microwave but not on High power.
Instead, microwave on Defrost at 30-second intervals until it's softened.

TAGALONG WITH SPENSER

Look for the special collection of children’s books, the SpenserNa-
tion series. They share the journey of Spenser, a small, friendly dog,
as he learns the history behind some of America’s most beloved cit-
ies. With his mother, he visits the special landmarks, explores the
geography of the area, and tells stories behind each city’s unique
culture. Spenser and his mother also make sure to stop at the local

food banks to teach the importance
of fighting hunger.

The folks behind the books at
SpenserNation work hard to raise
awareness and money to fight child-
hood hunger across the country.
They also donate books to schools,
libraries, and bookstores.

Spenser is a charming character
that captures the attention of children
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to teach important lessons. These
books would be a great addition to
your child’s library! Look for Spensers
Savannah, Spenser Goes to St. Louis,
and Spenser Goes to Portland. And,
look for Spensers latest books on his
visits to El Paso and Philadelphia later
in 2010. For more information, visit
spensernation.com.
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Do you have arrquesﬁon for Paula?

Send quesﬁorés and comments fo Paula Deen Magazine,

Atin: Dear Paula, 1900 Infernational Park Drive, Suite 0,

Birmingharn, AL 35243 or emall your gusestions to
info@pauladeenmagazine com, subject: Dear Paula.
Lefters may be edited for length or clarity before ¢




